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Unfinished Hagngin Discourse: Inter-
pretation to “Investigations of Hsin Chu
County” by Chen Chao-Long
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The Hakka Discourse was transferred to Taiwan after World War II.
Until then, Han Taiwanese had been classified as Hokkienese and Cantonese,
and Fujian people are classified as Quanzhou and Zhangzhou dialects for 300
years or more. Lo Lieh-Shih (2006) argued that Chen Chao-Long’s “Investi-
gations of Hsin Chu County” (1894) could be considered as Hagngin ethnic
group Discourse. This paper, collecting and comparing the results of other au-
thors of the same time as Chen’s, tries to confirm if there were the same Hag-
nin consciousness among other local investigation writers in Taiwan in 1890s.
The study found that Chen was the only one who distinguished Hagngin from

Hokkeinese, and the paper also tries to look for the context of the idea.
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